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Step 1 CEFR A2 Exam: Flyers and/or KEY

Karen, Sally and Alex are three teenagers who take a camping trip at Yellowstone 
National Park during a wolf alert. Two of the park’s wolves are missing and 
the three teens decide to look for them. Their trip becomes an exciting, yet 
dangerous adventure when they meet a hungry grizzly bear, an angry mountain 
lion and a herd of bison that destroy their tent. Will they ever solve the mystery of 
the missing wolves?

This reader uses the expAnsive reAdinG approach, where the text becomes 
a springboard to improve language skills and to explore historical background, 
cultural connections and other topics suggested by the text. As well as the story, 
this reader contains:

• A wide range of activities practising the four skills

• Dossiers: Yellowstone National Park; Wolves; Wyoming: the Cowboy State; 
The animals at Yellowstone

• KEY-style activities and Trinity-style activities (Grade 3)

• A full recording of the text

• Keys and WebActivities at www.blackcat-cideb.com
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The Characters
From left to right: Karen Walker;  
Sally Farrell; George Walker;  
Marian Walker; Alexander Walker. 
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1. Extinction : when a kind of animal does not exist anymore.

Yellowstone National Park
This story takes place in Yellowstone National Park, in Wyoming (USA). 
The park first opened on March 1, 1872 and it is the oldest national 
park in the world. Thousands of visitors go to Yellowstone every year, 
and summer is the busiest season. It is a big, beautiful park, with high 
mountains, forests, rivers, lakes and sixty different kinds of animals. 
Some of these animals are in danger of extinction, 1 but they are safe in 
the park. Here they can start families and avoid the danger of extinction.

Forest rangers live in the park all year and they have a very important 
job. They look after the animals, trees and plants, and help the visitors. 

2
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T: GRADE 3 

2  SpEAkING – JOBS
mr and mrs Walker are forest rangers and they work in a national park. 
Bring a picture of a job that interests you. Tell the class about the job. 
use these questions to help you.

1 What kind of job do you want to do?

2 What do you like about this job?

3 How can you prepare for it?

4 Is it a difficult, easy or dangerous job?

5 Do you know someone who does this job? 

6 What is the key word that explains this job?

ThEY ShOWEd SAllY Old fAIThful GEYSEr.

• We form the Past Simple of regular verbs by adding -ed to the verb.

 e.g. talk – talked  show – showed 

  work – worked help – helped

• Some verbs end in a consonant + -y. We remove the “y” and add -ied.

 e.g.  carry – carried study – studied   hurry – hurried

• But if verbs end in a vowel + -y, the -y does not change.

 e.g. play – played enjoy – enjoyed stay – stayed

3  ThE pAST SImplE: rEGulAr vErBS
Complete the sentences with verbs from the box using the past Simple.

want      cook      enjoy      carry      laugh      hurry      play      study

1 Sally .................... the boat ride on the lake.

2 The three friends .................... to go camping.

3 Sally was tired because she .................... a heavy suitcase.

4 Karen and Alex .................... home because it was late.

5 The forest ranger .................... the map carefully.

6 Karen and Sally .................... volleyball in the afternoon.

7 They .................... a lot because the film was funny.

8 Marian .................... a big dinner for everyone.
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4  CrOSSWOrd puZZlE 
unscramble the verbs and put them in the crossword in the past Simple 
form.

 Across

3 yrt

5 aptin

6 olok

 down

1 pocy

2 ycr

4 enop

5  vOCABulArY
read the descriptions of the words below. What is the word for each 
one? The first letter is already there. There is one space for each other 
letter in the word. The first is done for you.

0 very hot water that sometimes comes up from the earth:

  _ _ _ _ _ _ 

1 a small path: t _ _ _ _

2 a group of wolves: p _ _ _

3 a situation when people prepare for something dangerous that could 
happen soon: a _ _ _ _

4 to find and follow an animal that is wearing a special electronic device, 
such as a GPS collar: to t _ _ _ _

5 when a kind of animal does not exist anymore: e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

KEY   

g e y s e r

1

3

2

4

5

6

C
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The Great Adventure at 
Yellowstone Park 

3. Paws : 4. Frightening : making afraid.

Then the bear suddenly stood up and started to move his  
big paws. 3 He was much taller than a big man.

“What do you say about the legend now, Alex?” asked Sally. “Last 
night there was a full moon…”

“I can’t believe it!” cried Alex. “Maybe the legend is true.”
“First of all, don’t be afraid of the grizzly,” said Karen. “I read in 

my science book that grizzly bears are always hungry. This bear 
probably smelled the vegetable soup last night. They can smell 
anything from far away. He’s probably looking for food.”

“Does he want to eat us?” said Sally, who was ready to cry.
“No, of course not!” said Karen.
“But how do we get out of the cabin?” asked Sally.
“That’s a good question,” said Alex, who was worried now. “There’s 

only one door.” 
“Listen, the grizzly is hitting the door… oh, no!” said Karen, who 

was scared too. “He’s going to break the door!”
“Look!” said Alex. “Some wolves are coming out of the forest. 

They’re frightening 4 the grizzly! The five wolves are growling at him. 
Look at them! The grizzly is scared!”

“Wolves? Do you see Malik and Lakota?” asked Karen, who was 
looking out of the window.

“No, I don’t,” said Alex. “Let me get my binoculars.” He looked out 
of the window with his binoculars and said “The grizzly is running 
into the forest and the wolves are running after him!”

“Oh, thanks to the wolves we’re safe!” said Sally happily. 
“Those wolves probably knew that we were in danger,” said Karen. 

“Wolves are very clever animals.”
They took their sleeping bags and backpacks, locked the door of 

the cabin and ran towards the mountains.
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C H a P T e r  S E v E N

Bison!
he next morning Karen, Sally and Alex woke up suddenly 
because they heard a loud noise. They did not know what it 
was. Alex got up and went outside the tent. He could not 
believe his eyes: he saw a big herd of bison running in the 

middle of the valley towards their tent. The noise was getting louder 
and the bison were getting closer.

“Karen! Sally! Quickly!” Alex cried. “Get your backpacks and leave 
the tent! Now!”

“What?” asked Karen and Sally, who were very surprised.
“Don’t ask any questions!” cried Alex. “This is an emergency – get 

your backpacks and follow me!” He ran away from the tent towards 
the hills. Karen and Sally ran after him.

When they were near the hills they stopped running and sat on a 
rock. They saw the herd of bison running fast in the valley below them.

“Gee! We lost our tent,” said Sally, looking at the big herd.
“We’re lucky we weren’t in it!” said Alex, nervously. “When a herd 

of bison starts to run they don’t stop for anything!”

13T
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Bison!

1. Ceiling : (here) the top part of the cave.

“There are more than 3,000 bison in Yellowstone,” said Karen, 
“and there are probably two or three hundred in that herd. Take a 
picture, Sally!”

After this scary adventure, Alex looked at his map and compass 
and said, “Now we have to cross Coyote Hills, where the wolves live. 
Are you girls ready?”

“Of course we are,” said Karen and Sally, putting on their 
backpacks. They walked across Coyote Hills. There were a few black 
clouds in the sky and in the evening there was a big thunderstorm.

“Where can we go?” asked Karen, who was wet. “We don’t have a tent! 
Let’s look at the map. Perhaps there’s a cave near here.” They looked at 
the map and found Geyser Cave. It was close to them and they ran there.

“It’s a big cave,” said Alex looking around, “and it’s dry.”
“Let’s sit down and wait until the rain stops,” said Karen. “I’ll text 

mom and dad.”
“I’ll text my parents, too,” said Sally.
“And I’ll write down some things in my diary,” said Alex. 
It was getting dark inside the cave and Alex turned on his flashlight 

and looked around. Sally and Karen made some cheese sandwiches 
for dinner. Suddenly Alex said, “We’re not alone in this cave, girls.”

“What do you mean?” asked Sally, nervously.
“Look up at the ceiling 1 of the cave,” said Alex, moving his 

flashlight around.
“Oh, no!” cried the girls. “Bats! Lots of them!” There were hundreds 

of black bats sleeping on the ceiling of the cave. 
“Let’s not make any noise,” said Alex. “Bats aren’t dangerous. They 

sleep all day and leave the cave and go looking for food at night. We’ll 
probably hear them fly out of the cave later.”
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