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Two businessmen want to destroy a wildlife reserve in New Orleans 
and build a shopping center. Mysterious deaths, and an ecological 
disaster shock the city. Three friends decide to solve this mystery, 
but can they find the document that will save the wildlife reserve? 

This reader uses the EXPANSIVE READING approach, where the 
text becomes a springboard to improve language skills and to 
explore historical background, cultural connections and other topics 
suggested by the text. As well as the text, this reader contains:
• A wide range of activities practising the four skills
• Dossiers: What can you eat in New Orleans? and others
• PET-style activities and Trinity-style activities (Grade 4)
• A full recording of the text
• Key and WebActivities at www.blackcat-cideb.com

This volume without the side coupon is to be 
considered a free sample copy not for sale. (Sale or 
other distribution is forbidden: art. 17, c. 2, L. 633/1941).
Excluded from V.A.T. (D.P.R. 26/10/72, n. 633, art. 2,  
3° c., lett. d.)

Gina D. B. Clem
en

ISBN 978-88-530-1415-3

BlaCK Cat

M
ystery iN New

 OrleaNs

Free WebActivities

ISBN 978-88-530-1415-3

S
tep

 tw
o

  B
1.1

audioCD

Mystery in 
New Orleans

Gina D. B. Clemen

 Step One  cefR A2 exam Level keY

 Step two  cefR B1.1 exam Preparation Pet

 Step three  cefR B1.2 exam Level Pet

 Step four  cefR B2.1 exam Preparation fce

 Step five  cefR B2.2 exam Level fce

 Step Six  cefR C1 exam Preparation cAe

www.blackcatreaders.com:  
a blog for a new reading experience.
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Louisiana,  
the Pelican State
This story takes place in New Orleans, 

the largest city in Louisiana and one 

of America’s most interesting cities 

because of its unusual geographic 

location. The great Mississippi River 

flows through New Orleans, Lake 

Pontchartrain is to the north and Lake 

Borgne and the Gulf of Mexico are to the 

east. The city is surrounded by bodies 

of water and half the city is below sea level! There are some beautiful 

wildlife reserves 1 in the city. New Orleans has a humid, subtropical 

climate with short, mild winters and hot, humid summers. It is often 

called “The Big Easy” because of its relaxed way of life. 

1.	 Wildlife	reserve	: a protected place where different kinds of animals live.
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Louisiana has a population of about 4,500,000 people and the city of 

Baton Rouge, with a population of about only 230,000 people, is the 

capital of the state. Baton Rouge is an important port on the Mississippi 

River and has a big petrochemical industry.

Louisiana is often called the Pelican State, because of the growing 

population of pelicans, an endangered species of birds, that live on 

the wildlife reserves. The pelican is on the state flag of Louisiana.

Jazz player in New Orleans.
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the largest urban wildlife reserve in the United States and covers more 

than 93 square kilometers. Thousands of different kinds of animals, 

reptiles, amphibians, fish and birds, among which the endangered 

brown pelican, live in these protected swamps. Every year almost half 

a million tourists from all over the world visit Bayou Sauvage.

There is also the Jean Lafitte National Historic Park and Reserve. 

It protects the rich natural and cultural resources of Louisiana’s 

Mississippi River area, and it is divided into six separate parks.

1  Comprehension check
	 Are	the	following	statements	true	(T)	or	false	(F)?	Correct	the	false	

ones.
	 	 T	 F
1 New Orleans was founded in 1718 by Philippe II,  

Duke of Orléans.  

2 After the Louisiana Purchase, New Orleans became  
part of the Spanish Empire.  

3 Pumps, levees and floodwalls did not stop hurricane  
Katrina.  

4 Most of the French Quarter was destroyed by  
hurricane Katrina.  

5 Everyone can take part in the wonderful Mardi Gras  
celebrations.  

2  Speaking
	 A	 	Work	 with	 a	 partner	 and	 put	 “New	 Orleans”	 into	 your	 search	

engine.	Look	for	pictures	of	the	city	and	choose	some	that	you	
particularly	like.	Talk	about	them	with	your	partner.	

	 B	 	Work	 with	 a	 partner	 and	 look	 for	 endangered	 species	 in	 the	
world	and	in	your	country.	Make	a	list.	What	can	you	do	to	help	
these	endangered	animals?	Why	is	it	important	to	help	them?
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Chapter Three

Where’s Mr Garner’s will? 
few days later the Turner family was having breakfast  

and Mr Turner was reading the New Orleans Gazette. 

Suddenly he stopped eating and read an article out loud 

to his family: 

Charles Garner Dies Without Leaving a Will

What will happen to his huge fortune?

Charles Garner, one of New Orleans’ 
best loved citizens, who died last week 
of a snake bite, did not leave a will.
His lawyer, Mr Louis Archer 
Wilmington, said, “I’m very surprised, 
because Mr Garner told me he wrote a 
will before the summer, but he never 
brought it to my office. Detective 
Garcia of the New Orleans Police 

searched his home but could not find 
it. It’s a mystery! Where’s Mr Garner’s 
will? I know he wrote one. In any case, 
we have forty days to find it. After forty 
days, the law of Louisiana says that if 
a person dies without a will and does 
not have any relatives, then his/her  
estate 1 belongs to the state. The property 
is usually sold at a public auction.” 2 

4

1. Estate : (here) all the money, properties and belongings of a person.

2. Public auction : a place where things are sold to the person who offers the highest 
price.
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A C T I V I T I E S

3  Listening
	 Listen	 to	 Professor	 Margaret	 O’Brien’s	 lesson	 on	 alligators	 and	

crocodiles.	Then	choose	the	correct	answer	–	A,	B	or	C.	

1 How long have alligators lived on the earth?

	 A  about 200 hundred years

	 B  about 200 million years

	 C  as long as the dinosaurs

2 How long can alligators live?

	 A  about 40 years

	 B  about 80 years

	 C  about 50 years

3 Which swamp animal likes living in salty seawater?

	 A  the crocodile

	 B  the alligator

	 C  both the crocodile and the alligator

4 What color is the alligator?

	 A  blackish-grey

	 B  greenish-brown

	 C  black and brown

5 Which swamp animal is the most dangerous?

	 A  the crocodile

	 B  the alligator 

	 C  both of them 

6 Why do people kill alligators and crocodiles?

	 A  Because they are afraid of them.

	 B  Because they want to eat them.

	 C  Because they want to use their skins.

5
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A C T I V I T I E S

Before you read

1  Vocabulary
	 Match	each	word	with	the	correct	picture.

1 Indian cobra  2 magnolia tree  3 flashlight  4 bat

2  Listening
	 Listen	to	the	first	part	of	Chapter	Four	and	choose	the	correct	answer	

–	A,	B	or	C.	

1 When did Megan, Brian and Andy meet?

	 A  on Monday morning.

	 B  on Monday evening.

	 C  on Monday night.

2 How did the three friends get into the old plantation home?

	 A  through the kitchen window.

	 B  through the kitchen door.

	 C  through the living room window.

3 What did Megan see in a corner of the room?

	 A  a tall bookcase.

	 B  a snake.

	 C  an empty glass case.

4 Who recognized the Indian cobra?

	 A  Brian B  Andy C  Megan

5 Who looked after Mr Garner’s home?

	 A  a housekeeper. B  his mother. C  his wife.

6

PET

A B C D
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“And bite Mr Garner while he was watching TV!” cried Brian, 

excitedly.

“Then Mr Garner was murdered by someone who opened the 

glass case!” exclaimed Andy. 

“But who?” asked Megan, whose cheeks were red with 

excitement.

“It’s not difficult to get into this house,” said Andy, “we did 

it easily. Remember, Mr Garner lived alone. I think he had a 

housekeeper who cleaned the house and cooked a few times a 

week.”

“Do you think the police know about Mr Garner’s pet cobra?” 

asked Brian.

“They never mentioned a cobra in the newspaper; they just said 

‘a snake’,” said Megan. “I wonder why… What a mystery!”

“Well, we certainly can’t tell the police about the cobra,” said 

Andy nervously, “because we shouldn’t even be here!”

“Come on, guys, let’s look for the will,” said Megan. “Maybe 

there’s a secret drawer in this old desk.” She started opening the 

big drawers and looking inside with her flashlight. Andy and Brian 

started looking behind the books in the tall bookcase.

Suddenly Megan exclaimed, “Hey, maybe I found something! 

I put my hand in this drawer and I pushed the back of it and it 

opened into another secret drawer! Let’s look inside!” She looked 

inside the secret drawer and found an old high school photograph 

of the chemistry club, and there was a circle around Garner and 

Jowitt, who were standing together.

“They went to high school together,” said Brian, “and they both 

belonged to the chemistry club.”

“Hmm, that’s interesting,” said Megan. “They were both 

interested in chemistry.”

END
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An Indian cobra
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