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There was a long silence. Mrs Sheridan played with her cup. 

Really, it was quite unfortunate that father had mentioned…

Suddenly she looked up. On the table there were all those 

sandwiches, cakes, cream puffs, which had not been eaten at the 

party. She had one of her bright ideas.

‘I know,’ she said. ‘Let’s send that poor creature some of this 

food. We’ll prepare a basket and those children will love it. And 

I’m sure all the neighbours are calling in. It’ll be helpful for her to 

have some extra food ready. Laura! Get me the big basket from 

the kitchen cupboard.’ 

‘But mother, do you think it’s a good idea?’ asked Laura.

Again, how strange! She seemed to be different from them 

all. To take the left over food from their party. Would the poor 

woman really like that?

‘Of course! What’s the matter with you today? An hour or so 

ago you were insisting on us being sympathetic.’

Oh well! Laura ran to get the basket. Her mother filled it with 

all the food that was left.

‘You take it, darling,’ she said. ‘Run down just as you are. No, wait, 

take some lilies too. Lilies seem to really impress people of that kind.’

‘She’ll get her dress dirty with those flowers,’ said Jose.

Jose was right. ‘Only the basket, then. And Laura!’ – her mother 

followed her out of the marquee – ‘whatever happens, don’t…’

‘What, mother?’ No, it was better not to put ideas into the 

child’s head. ‘Nothing! Run long.’

It was beginning to get dark as Laura shut the garden gate. A big 

dog ran by like a shadow. The little cottages were in a deep shade. 

How quiet it seemed after the excitement of the day. She was 

going down to a cottage where a man lay dead, and she couldn’t 

believe it. Why couldn’t she? She stopped for a moment. And it 

Part Three

RT4_katherine_mansfield.indd   32 21/11/13   09:38



RT4_katherine_mansfield.indd   33 21/11/13   09:38



44

Part One

iss	Meadows	walked	down	the	cold	corridors	

that	 led	 to	 the	 music	 hall	 carrying	 a	 little	

baton	 1	 and	 feeling	 as	 if	 there	 was	 a	 sharp	

knife	 buried	 deep	 in	 her	 heart.	 Girls	 of	 all	

ages,	 with	 pink	 cheeks	 and	 happy	 faces,	

were	running	to	school	on	a	beautiful	autumn	morning.	From	the	

classrooms	came	the	cheerful	sound	of	young	voices.	Then	a	bell	

rang	and	a	voice	called,	‘Muriel!’.

The science teacher stopped Miss Meadows. 

‘Good morning,’ she cried in her sweet, false voice. ‘Isn’t it cold? 

It seems like winter.’

Miss Meadows, still feeling the knife in her heart, stared in 

hatred at the science teacher. Everything about her was sweet and 

pale – like honey. You almost expected to see a bee caught in her 

yellow hair.

5

1.	 Baton	: 
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The Singing Lesson
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‘It is quite cold,’ said Miss Meadows, with no friendliness in her 

voice.

The science teacher smiled her sweet smile.

‘You look frozen,’ she said. Her blue eyes opened wide and there 

was an insulting light in them. “Has she noticed anything about 

me?” thought Miss Meadows.

‘Oh, it’s not that bad,’ said Miss Meadows, moving on down the 

corridor.

Classes four, five and six were sitting in the music hall and the 

noise was deafening. Mary Beazley, who played the piano and was 

Miss Meadows’ favourite pupil, was standing near it. When she saw 

Miss Meadows arriving, she gave a loud warning, ‘Shush! Girls!’ 

Miss Meadows walked to the music stand 2 and put it in front of her. 

Then she tapped her baton twice on the music stand for silence.

‘Silence, please!’ She looked at no one in particular; she could 

see the sea of coloured blouses, pink faces and open music books. 

She knew perfectly well what they were thinking. ‘Miss Meadows 

has got a problem.’ Well, let them think it! What could the thoughts 

of those girls possibly matter to someone whose heart was broken 

by such a letter as she had received!

… ‘I feel more and more strongly that our marriage 
would be a mistake. It’s not that I don’t love you. 
I love you as much as it is possible for me to love 
any woman. But I have come to the conclusion that I 
am not a man who can get married, and the idea of 
doing so fills me with nothing but disgust’

and the word “disgust” was rubbed out, but not completely, 

and “regret” was written over the top. 

regret

2.	 Music	stand	: 
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A C T I V I T I E S

The text and beyond

1FIRST  Comprehension check 
For	questions	1-5	choose	the	correct	answer	–	A,	B,	C	or	D.

1 What did Basil say to Miss Meadows that was incredible to her?

A  ‘Our engagement is cancelled.’

B  ‘I love you as much as it is possible for me to love any woman.’

C  ‘I am not a man who can get married.’

D  ‘You know, somehow or other, I’m fond of you.’ 

2 What would Miss Meadows have to do if her engagement was 
cancelled?

A  She would have to tell Miss Wyatt, the headmistress.

B  She would have to disappear somewhere.

C  She would have to lie about it. 

D  She would have to continue working at the girls’ school.

3 Why did Monica come to the music class?

A  She brought Miss Meadows a telegram.

B  She brought Miss Meadows a pink envelope from Basil.

C  She wanted to join the other girls who were singing.

D  She was sent by Miss Wyatt, the headmistress.

4 What did the telegram say?

A  Basil told Miss Meadows to pay no attention to the letter.

B  Basil had committed suicide.

C  Miss Meadows’s parents had a bad accident.

D  Basil did not love her any more.

5 What was Miss Meadows’s reaction to the telegram?

A  She told the girls to sing the song on page thirty-two.

B  She decided to interrupt the lesson.

C  She did not go back to the music hall but went home.

D  She held the yellow flower to her lips and started crying.
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A C T I V I T I E S

2  Crossword puzzle 

Down

1 sad complaint.

3 shook with fear.

4 to become red in the face.

7 sad, depressed.

9 a musical term that means 
‘an increase in sound’.

Across

2 

5 a narrow passage between  
rows of seats in a public  
building, like a theatre.

6 you keep books here.

8 to direct a group of  
singers or an orchestra.

10 very cold.

11 

1

2

3

4

5
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However, the 1920s brought some other changes. The rich and the 

upper classes started working in managerial positions in industry 

and commerce. Between 1911 and 1921 the numbers of white-collar 

workers 2 increased from one million to 2.75 million. A new middle 

class was developing. During this time there were fewer servants in 

the upper-class homes.

During the last decade of 19th century, British women began to 

struggle to obtain the right to vote. Their campaign went on for many 

years and in 1918, women over 30 years of age were finally given the 

right to vote. In 1919, for the first time, a woman became a Member of 

Parliament. And in 1928 women were given the same political rights 

as men. This was a victory for all British women.

As a feminist,  3 Katherine Mansfield was excited and enthusiastic 

about these changes. She saw that women now had the chance to 

have independent careers and create their own lifestyles, without 

depending on the family. But for the majority of women at the time, 

their most important role was within the family.

2.	 White-collar	workers	: people who work in offices. 

3.	 Feminist	: a woman who believes that all women should have the same rights  
as men.

Emmeline Pankhurst, the first suffragette of Great Britain.
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The United States of America 
During the 1920s most Americans, particularly in the Midwest,  4 

remained tied to the old values of family, home, church and hard 

work. But a new cosmopolitan, urban America was growing in big 

cities, among the young upper-middle class and the rich. A new 

hedonistic  5 way of life was becoming fashionable, particularly in 

American colleges and universities on the East Coast. 

Perhaps the most surprising changes of the twenties involved young 

women. In 1919 women’s skirts were about six inches (15 cm) above 

the ground. In the 1920s they were at the knees! The new modern 

woman had short hair, wore colourful clothes, used cosmetics, 

smoked cigarettes, went to parties and drank alcoholic drinks. This 

was an open rebellion 6 against the values of the past and most parents 

and older people were shocked. This period of time was called the 

‘Roaring Twenties’.

Wedding day in a wealthy American family.

4.	 Midwest	: the central states of America, between the East and West coasts.

5.	 Hedonistic: thinking that pleasure is the most important thing in life.

6.	 Rebellion	: disobedience.
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