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William Shakespeare

The Tempest
Prospero, the Duke of Milan, is robbed of his title by his brother and sent 
to die at sea with his daughter Miranda. Luckily, their boat takes them to 
an island, which they make their new home. Thirteen years later Prospero, 
with the help of his magic powers, is able to take his revenge and get his 
title back.
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Anyway I’m happy to do it. Knowing you are with me makes me feel stronger 

and I can go on.’

‘I don’t mind helping. Really, I don’t,’ replied Miranda.

Inside the cave, Prospero was standing quietly in the shadows and listening 

to them. He was feeling pleased with himself. Everything was going according 

to his plan.

‘You look very tired,’ Miranda was saying to Ferdinand. ‘Please rest! Just for 

five minutes.’

‘No, I’m not tired,’ Ferdinand replied putting down a heavy log. ‘But perhaps 

I will sit down for five minutes.’

Miranda, who was sitting on the pile of logs, made a space for him next to 

her. 

‘By the way, what’s your name?’ he asked.

‘Miranda,’ she replied with a smile that disappeared as quickly as it had 

arrived. 

‘Oh, no! I promised my father not to tell you!’

‘Miranda! What a lovely name! You are the most perfect woman I have ever 

met, Miranda. There isn’t another in the world like you. You are perfect in 

every way.’ 

Miranda blushed.

‘I can’t judge whether that’s true or not,’ she said. ‘I don’t know any other 

women except myself. And the only men I know are you and my father. I have 

no idea of what people in other countries look like.’ 

Her eyes met his as she added, ‘But I can’t imagine a better or more  

good-looking man than you.’

It was Ferdinand’s turn to blush now.

‘In Italy I am a royal prince, Miranda,’ he told her. ‘And I’m probably a king 

now, although I hope not because it would mean that my dear father is dead. 

I’ve never had to carry wood in my life – I don’t need to because there are lots 

of servants in the palace where I live. But now I am your servant and I’ll do 

anything for you – including carrying a thousand logs!’ 

‘Do you love me?’

‘I’ve loved you since the moment I first saw you!’

Miranda couldn’t hide her happiness.
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4FIRST  Multiple choice  
Read the text and choose the correct word for each space. For each question, choose 
the letter next to the correct word – A, B, C or D.

The Royal Shakespeare Theatre
Although Stratford-upon-Avon is only a small town, it has become an international 
(0) ....... for dramatic art, attracting the biggest (1) ....... in acting. It is also the home 
of the Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC). 

The original company was created in 1875 when Charles Flower, a Stratford businessman, 
gave the town a piece of land on the (2)  ....... of the river Avon and a large sum of 
money to build a theatre. Four years later the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre opened. 
It became the site of an (3)  ....... festival of Shakespeare’s plays, and the company 
that (4) ....... to it was called the Shakespeare Memorial Company. In 1926, however, 
the theatre was completely destroyed in a fire. The town decided to build a new one 
and soon contributions to fund 1 the project started arriving from all (5)  ....... the 
world. There was an international competition to find an architect and the design 
of 29-year-old Elizabeth Scott was (6) ....... chosen. Her theatre was the first public 
building in England designed by a woman. The new theatre was opened by the Prince of 
Wales (later King Edward VIII) on the 23rd of April (Shakespeare’s birthday) in 1932.

In 1961 it was (7) ....... the Royal Shakespeare Theatre and the company changed its 
name to the Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC).

The theatre was closed in 2004 for renovation. 2 This (8) ....... six years to complete but 
when it reopened it had better facilities for the actors and several new restaurants. 
The main change, however, was a big new stage that (9) ....... the public very close to 
the actors. The relationship between the two is now (10) ....... more similar to what it 
used to be in Elizabethan times.

0 A centre  B point  C place  D heart

1 A people  B names  C roles  D characters

2 A sides  B areas  C banks  D edges

3 A occasionally  B another  C often  D annual

4 A belonged  B consisted  C contained  D kept

5 A by  B over  C through  D across

6 A being  B once  C happily  D eventually

7 A recalled  B renamed  C revised  D replaced

8 A employed  B wanted  C took  D was

9 A situates  B brings  C carries  D makes

10 A much  B very   C quite  D lots

A

1. fund : provide money for.

2. renovation : getting a building back in good condition.
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5  Speaking – Homes  
Work	with	a	partner.	Decide	which	of	the	pictures	below	each	of	you	is	going	to	talk	
about.	Before	you	start	talking,	read	the	questions	below	and	think	about	how	you	
would	answer	them.	Look	up	any	new	words	you	want	to	use	in	your	dictionary.	

1 What kind of home can you see in the picture?

2 What is it like outside?

3 What kind of people live there?

4 How do the people who live there spend their days?

5 What are the good and bad points about living in this kind of home?

6 Would you like to live in this kind of home? Why? Why not?

	 Now	talk	to	your	partner	about	your	picture.

6  Writing  
This	is	part	of	a	letter	you	received	from	your	friend	in	the	UK.	

In your last letter you said you had moved into a new 
house.  
What’s it like? Do you like it better than your old one? Have 
you met your neighbours yet?
When can I come and see it?

	

	 Now	write	a	letter,	answering	your	friend’s	questions.	Suggest	a	day	for	your	friend	
to	come	and	see	you	and	give	him	or	her	directions	to	your	new	house.	Imagine	your	
friend	is	arriving	by	train.	Write	your	letter	in	about	120-180	words.

FIRST

FIRST
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The Tempest  
                   and the New World
Exploration and colonisation 1 of the New World
The 300-year period between the 15th century and the 17th century in Europe is 

known as the Age of Exploration. During those years Europeans started to explore 

the Americas, Oceania, Africa and Asia in search of new trade routes and new 

trading partners. 

The term ‘New World’ (in Latin ‘Mundus Novus’) was first used by the Italian 

navigator Amerigo Vespucci in 1503 in a letter to Lorenzo di Pierfrancesco de’ 

Medici of Florence, the man who gave him money and ships to travel with. He 

wrote that the lands discovered by European explorers in the west were not Asia 

but a completely different continent – a ‘New World’.

The first explorations in the New World were made by the Spanish and the 

Portuguese, who were also the first nations to have colonies there. The first English 

1.	 colonisation	: getting control of another country by sending people to live there.

Map of Virginia, 1612.

RT-Tempest_OK2.indd   64 13/12/13   09:28



65

colony was established 2 in 1607 in present-day Virginia. It was financed by the 

Virginia Company of London, a group of businessmen who hoped to make money 

from trading with the natives. Three ships, Susan Constant, Godspeed and Discovery, 

carrying 105 passengers, left England in December 1606 and reached the Virginia 

coast in late April 1607. On May 13, after two weeks of exploration, the ships 

arrived at a site on the James River, wich looked like a good place to establish their 

settlement, 3 so they stopped there. They called the settlement Jamestown.

Two years later, in May 1609, the Company sent 500 more colonists to join the 

ones already in Jamestown. This time nine ships left London. However, after two 

months at sea, they ran into a huge storm that lasted three days. One of the ships, 

the Sea Venture, was separated from the others and was shipwrecked on some rocks 

near the islands of Bermuda and sank. Fortunately the crew managed to swim to 

the shore of one of the islands, where they remained for ten months. During that 

time they built two boats, Deliverance and Patience, in which they continued their 

voyage to Virginia.

2.	 established	: started.

3.	 settlement	: place where people start to live permanently.

Modern replica of the ship Susan Constant, in the harbor at the Jamestown Settlement, Virginia.
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‘Suffering, master,’ replied Ariel. ‘The king, his brother and your brother are 

tormented by their memories. And rivers of tears are running down the face of 

the man you call ‘the good old lord, Gonzalo’ and soaking his beard. Your spell 

has worked well.’ 

‘Do you think so, my spirit?’

‘Yes, sir. They are really suffering. It hurts me to see them. And I’m sure it 

would hurt you too if you could see them now. You would take pity on 2 them. 

I would if I were human.’

‘Dear Ariel, if you, a spirit of the air, would take pity on them,’ said Prospero, 

‘then I, a human being like them, must certainly do so. They treated me very 

badly and I find it hard to forget that. I wanted to take my revenge on them 

but I will not. Forgiving is not easy but it is the right thing to do. Besides, the 

main purpose of my plan was to make them regret their crimes and it seems 

that they have. That is enough for me. Bring them here, Ariel, and I’ll remove 

the spell. We’ll see what happens then.’

‘I’ll fetch them immediately, sir,’ replied Ariel and he flew off.

When Ariel had gone, Prospero turned and looked out to sea. He knew this 

was his last day as ruler of the island. As he waited for the spirit to return with 

his prisoners, he thought about all the magic he had done since he had arrived 

there twelve years before.

‘I have made the light from the sun go dark. I have conjured up strong  

winds and storms,’ he said aloud to himself. ‘I have split trees in half and  

pulled them out of the ground with my magic. I have opened graves and  

brought the dead to life again. All this I have done, but now it’s time to stop.  

I’m going to give up practising magic. I’m going to break my magic staff and 

throw it in the sea, where it will sink to the bottom and remain until the  

end of time. I’m going to drown my books of magic too. Then, after I have 

exchanged my magic cloak for the clothes of an ordinary man, I’ll set Ariel  

and Caliban free. The island will be theirs again – they’ll no longer be my 

servants. But before I do that, I must make some music to remove the spell I 

put on my prisoners.’

Prospero waved his staff and solemn music filled the air. Then he started to 

draw a circle in the sand with it. 

8

2.	 take	pity	on	: feel sorry for someone and try to help them.
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