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2Hello! My name is Michael, and this is my secret diary. Well, it’s not 

really a secret, because I want you to read it. This is my story, but it’s also 
everybody’s story. Look at the picture on the front of this book. That’s me! 
I’m going to school, and I’m not very happy about it.
The other children are not very kind to me. But I’ve got a very special 
friend who always helps me. Do you want to know more? Well, open the 
book and read it. I hope you enjoy it.

In this reader you will find:
- a section focusing on bullying 
-  a section focusing on The London Zoo, The Natural History Museum, 

Hyde Park
-  a glossary of difficult words
-  comprehension activities
-  an exit test
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January 1973
Hello. My name is Michael, but everyone calls me 
‘Egghead’ at school. It’s true, my head is bigger 
than anyone else’s. And my body is quite small. So, 
everyone agrees that it’s the right name for me. The 
other children call me this name all the time. 

That’s why I don’t like going to school. The children 
in my class are horrible to me, and make me feel bad. 
They never call me Michael. They always call me, 
‘Egghead.’

But I’m lucky. I’ve got a friend, who I talk to all 
the time. He’s not real. I can’t touch him or see him. 
Nobody can see him. He’s invisible*. He’s inside my 
head, you see. His name’s Andrew, and he helps me. 
Nobody else knows about Andrew. He’s my secret* 
friend. He’s the only one who doesn’t call me Egghead. 
He hasn’t even got a head because he lives inside mine.

Andrew is my best friend. And he always tries to 
help me. When I have a problem, I ask Andrew what I 
can do. He tried to help me at school the other day.

Chapter 1

The Monster Horse

2

invisible  something that nobody can see
secret  something you don’t tell other people
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After-reading Activities

Reading 
 

1 Put the events in the story in the right order.

 A ■	Michael tells his mum everything.

 B ■	Michael goes to the Science lesson.

 C ■	Michael does the essay.

 D ■	Michael goes to his English lesson.

 E ■	Michael tells Tom about his essay.

 F ■	Michael speaks to Andrew in his bedroom.

 G ■	Mrs Hewitt tells Michael that his essay is the best.

1

2 Connect the first part of a sentence in column A with the 

second part in column B.

Column A 

1 ■	At the weekend Michael wanted to see David but

2 ■	Michael wrote the essay about Tom because

3 ■	The first lesson on Monday morning was Art and

4 ■	Sometimes Michael felt like a flag because

5 ■	Michael had to wait for the English lesson because

6 ■	Mrs Hewitt said to the class, ‘I have read your work and

Column B 

A he wanted people to know that he was a hero.

B corrected it.’

C it was the last lesson of the day.

D he also wanted to speak to Tom.

E Michael drew a picture of his road.

F things happened to him and he had no control.
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3 Decide who is speaking to Michael.

  Where are you going? .............. 

 1 What are you doing here? There’s no school today ..............

 2 Don’t be too sad if you don’t win. ..............

 3 Yours is the best. Keep it that way. ..............

 4 Slow down. Now tell me what you’re talking about. ..............

4 Read the first part of Michael’s speech about Tom and 

circle the incorrect word.

 Good /Happy afternoon. Today I’m going to (1) say/tell 

you about a friend of mine. I see him every day when I 

walk to school. He (2) always smiles/smiles always at me, 

and (3) always is/is always friendly. He is (4) much/quite 

old, and a lot of people (5) doesn’t/don’t notice him.   

(6) But/Because this man is a hero. His name is Tom, and 

this is his story …

Grammar 
 

Writing
 

Mum (x2)  •  Tom  •  David  •  Mrs Hewitt

5a What do you think of the ending of the story? Write      

      short answers to these questions.

1 ■	 The ending is happy because 

  ...........................................................................................................

2 ■	 The ending is sad because 

  ...........................................................................................................

3 ■	 Andrew isn’t there any more because 

  ...........................................................................................................

5b This is a true story, and it does not end here. Read 

       pages 70-71 to find out more about Michael.

Mum



Focus on...

A Happy Ending
My life as Egghead made me stronger. It gave 
me something. It helped me to understand 
people – to try to listen to their story. Inside 
all of us there is a story – a very interesting 
story.
When I was called names at school I hated 
myself. I thought that nobody liked me. I felt 
alone. Do you sometimes have that feeling? 
Well, if you do, just remember the words of 
Tom. ‘They don’t know you.’ If you have read 
this story, and you are bullied at school, I want 
you to know something.   

There will be a happy ending to your story.
Thanks to my mum, David, Tom, Mrs Hewitt, 
and of course Andrew, I learnt to know myself, 
and to like myself. They taught me so many 
things. Thanks to them I became a better 
person.
There is one more thing I would like to say. 
If you bully someone I wanted to ask you to 
stop for a moment and think. Every time you 
bully somebody it makes you smaller. 
It doesn’t give you anything. It takes 
something away.

70

Hello. My name is Michael. Thank 
you for reading my story. It means 
a lot to me. I was that young boy in 
1973. And that young boy is still with 
me. I still remember him.
Now, so many years later, I wanted 
to write a story about that part of 
my life. I wanted to share my story 
with you.

Michael Lacey Freeman



A True Story
Egghead is a story, a true story, a story about my life. But of course it’s not the whole story. 
There were many more moments when I laughed, when I was happy, and there were also many 
moments when I cried. I learnt so many things from that experience. How to give, how to share, 
but most of all I learnt that inside all of us there is a story, and when I meet someone new, I 
want to know the whole story, don’t you?

71

 Read what Michael writes again in the story. Do you   

 think he was right?

 ‘I never tell Mum and Dad about school. I want to 

 tell them. But I don’t want them to know that all 

 the other children call me Egghead. Then they 

 might call me Egghead as well.’

Discussion
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